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progress in Germany. At the same time Clement
was equally unwilling to alienate Henry, who had so
recently appeared as the champion of the Church
against Luther, and, to increase the difficult}* of
his position, it was contrary to all the traditions of
the Papacy to revoke a decision once given. He
sought, therefore, to take refuge in a policy of
procrastination and to make a show of wishing to
settle the case, while actually suspending his judg-
ment in the hope that events might occur which
should free him from his present embarrassment.
With these objects in view he despatched Cardinal
Campeggio to England, and the trial of Katharine's
case opened before him and Wolsey (1528). Hut
just as it seemed possible that a decision would be
reached Clement suddenly found an excuse to annul
the whole proceedings and ordered that a new trial
should be opened at Rome. This was regarded by
Henry as equivalent to an adverse decision, and
from that moment the quarrel with the Papacy
and the Reformation in England really began. At
present, however, the chief result was the fall of
Wolsey.

The great minister had encouraged the king to
hope for a favourable verdict, and the abortive result
of the investigation was laid to his charge. Henry
had already grown tired of the Cardinal, and he
eagerly took the opportunity of ridding himself of
an adviser who had ceased to please. Anne Boleyn,
too, hated Wolsey, because she knew that he was not
in favour of her exaltation to the throne, and her
influence was now paramount. The Cardinal fell as